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INTRODUCTION. e, )
On the request of the ICBP the group will change its name fraom
Flamingo Working Group to FLAMINGO SPECIALIST GROUP. Its aims,
detailed 1in Newsletter N 1 (June 1980) remain unchanged. Some
minor organisational changes have taken .place recently. The
present newsletter (and hopefully future #issues as well) has been
typed by Dr. Pierre Rollin who now acts as assistant co-ordinator
(01d World). This combined effort by the two co-ardinators and an
assistant should assure mare regular appearances of the newslet-
ters and special reports. The cost of these is covered by contri-
butions from ICBP, IWRB and Tour du Valat Foundation.

The co—ordinators would like to make it known that they have
both been re—-elected for a further period of 4 years by ICBP in
Kinaston (Canada) in June 1986 and by IWRB at Slimbridge (U.K.)
in September 1986.

Since the appearance of Newsletter N°2 (Nov. 1984) one gf the
heaviest documented mortalities to befall adult flamingos occurred
in the south of France. This was during a spell of severe cold
weather reminiscent of those during the winters 1954 and 19462-&3.
However, in January 1985 there were many more flamingos wintering
in France than during these other winters, about 20,000 at the
onset ef freezing conditions. Some birds were perhaps able to
escape to the south <(viz. observations in Corsica) but most
remained. A&n impressive rescue ogperation was organised along the
300 Km. of France’s Mediterranean coastline where flamingos
winter. This enabled 10,000 birds to survive the two weeks of
continuous fraost in the field and a further 1,000 were held in
captivity at the & hastilvy—organised reception centres. The
flamingos respaonded very well indeed to their being fed in the
field and to their short stay in captivity. However, at ieast
3.000 birds died of which 2,700 were examined (sex, biometrical
data) although the real total may have been twice this figure.
Fortunately the west Mediterranean population of flamingos was
agble to withstand this high mortality and, in addition., responded ’
with a record number of breeding birds and high breeding success
a few months later.

Alan Johnson, Bart de Boer
iI5th September 1986



NEWS FROM THE REGIONS (OLD WORLD)Y
(Campiled by Alan Johnsan)

EASI_AERICA

It has now been quite clearly established that the East African
flamingn population shifts between the East African lakes themsel-
ves and the pans in Namibia and Botswana (Chris Tuite, Newsletter
19803, This evidence for JTarge scale movement could be the ansuwer
to the heavy population decrease in the seventies and the reappea-
‘rance of big numbers (milliegns) on the Rift Valley Lakes.

It is most unfertunate that the group no lenger has a corres-—
pondent in this part of the world where flamingos are <so abun-
dant. G. Theler and P.E. Rallin visited Lake Nakuru in 1985 and
19846 respectively and reported both species an the Lake, there
being hundreds of thousands of Lessers.

WEST_AERICA

Cape Verde Islands. Boa Vista was visited by S5.Madge and M.Beaman
in February-March 1985 when no flamingos were ceen. (Greaters are
salid to have bred furmer!y on these islands).

Mauritanjia. Greater Flamingos nest most vyears, perhaps every
vear, in the Banc d’Argquin MNatianal Park. Their numbers are
monitored by the Park staff and P. Campredon reports 12,940 pairs
in the Bay d'Arguin in 1985 and 7,500 prs. in 1986.
A missiaon by Park staff, A. Johnsan and C. Feh visited the celaony
in May 1986. Aimost 10,000 adult flamingos were checked for rings
______ s 0f Camargue origin, just one being. found and nread. An earlier
i mission_by. _Park staff accompagnied by J.P. Taris..S. Nicolle and
A. Dervieux censused 11,882 Greater Flamingos in October 1985 on
part of the Banc d’Arguin and checked 3,124 aof thecse for rings.
Eight birds of Camargue origin were seen, 3 of the codes being
read.




Tynisia. Because of low water levels flamingos have not bred in
this country since 1976, Caounts are made usualiy twice a vear

January 1985 20365 A.Johnson/H.Kowalski
June 1985 9365 J.Walmsley/J.Skinner
Augqust 1985 31000 M.Smart

January 1986 19831 Th.Gaultier

August 1986 c.17000 M.Smart

Alaeria. The mid-January census 1986 revealed a total of 9,243
flamingos., most of these (8,593) being in the Constantine region
(M. Bellatreche and colleagues, I.N.A.). This 1is the highest
count on record for the country.

WEST _MEDITERRANEAN

Spain+ Over the past three vyears cooperation between Spanish
grganisations 1in Andalucia <(Agencia del Medio Ambiente and
Fstaciocn Biologica de Dofana) and Tour du Valat (France) has
increased significantly (exchange of ring readings and counts,
collaboration on capture and ringing operations etc.). In 1986
for the first time the colony of Fuente de Piedra (Malaga) was
studied throughout the breeding season in a combined investigation
by Tour du Valat (Gioia Theler)> and AMA (Manuel Rendon). The
results of this study are reported elsewhere in this newsletter.
In 1985 2200 chicks were reported to have taken wing from about
5900 breeding pairs in the lagoon of Fuente de Piedra. The 1983
colony in the Dofana National Park of an estimated 3000 breeding
pairs was entirely destroved by wild boar. ‘

France. There 1is still a tendency for the numbers af breeding
pairs to increase in the Camargue (Et. du Fangassier) with 13,500
in 1985 and a new record of 19,926 in 1986 (counts from aerial
photos). Record numbers of <chicks teook wing from these tuwo
colanies : 7,800 in 1985 and 8,590 in 1986.

The studies begun in the Camargue in 1977 based to a large extent
on the sightings of "Darvic' ringed flamingos (breeding biology,
population structure and dynamics, survival and mortality,
movements) continue. A total of 405 of these ringed birds (of 7
age classes) are known to have bred in the Camargue in 1984, a
further 44 in Spain and perhaps 1 in Mauritania.

Italy. Flamingos are of irregular occurrence on mainland Italy,
most sightings coming frem the North UWest provinces (Orbetello
region) on the Mediterranean coast. Houwever, Stefano Alavena
reports eight individuals seen many times during the period

. Jangary.. 1985 -to —Sepfember 1986 in the "Riserva Naturale della
~--Salra-d T Margherita—di-Savoia® €Gulf-of Manfredonias:  -Puglia) on -

the Adriatic c¢oast. One unnders whether these birds are of
Eurcopean or Asiatic origin (see Greece)



EAST MEDITERRANEAN

Greece. Greater Flamingos continue to frequent the wetlands of
northern Greece in increasing numbers. In addition to the observations
listed on p. 23 of Newsletter N°2 many new sightings have been repor-
ted, particularly in the Evros delta area. The maximum so far brought
to our attention has been of 1,020 birds in January 1986 (Theo Bakker).
Many of these birds have been checked for rings of Camargue origin but
50 far none have been seen. This supports the theory that these flamin-
gos are of Asiatic rather than west Mediterranean origin. The appea-
rance of these birds in N.E. Greece is probably linked to what seems to
be a recent extension of the species' breeding range. Indeed, one eads
in the News Bulletin of the Turkish Society for the Protection of
Wildlife (Dogal Hayati Koruma Dernegi) that the species breeds in the
Izmir region which is little over 200 km to the south (since 1982
according to Dr. Mehmet Siki}.

Turkey. A waterfowl census carried out on the wetlands of western
Anatolia in January 1986, by L.J. Dijksen and F. Koning, revealed a
total - of 17 891 Greater flamingos. Over 900 were checked for rings/
neck-bands but none were seen.




LA REPRODUCCION DEL FLAMENCO (Phoenicopterus ruber roseus) EN

FUENTE DE PIEDRA (BSPANA)., ANO 1986, M. Rendfn.

La crfa del flamenco en Fuente de Piedra el afo 1986 se inici®
a final de Febrero, ' con las copulas y los primeros intentos de
ocupacibn del dique central, lugar gque viene siendo tradicional
para la nidificaci®fn de 1la especie en esta laguna. El1 ntmero de
parejas continu® aumentando hasta mediados de Abril, en que se
alcanza el m&ximo de este periodo., 7300 parejas. 4 principios de
Marzo se observan las primeras puestas y para la fecha esperada,.
el 10 de Abrili, los nacimientos, que se prolondgan hasta el 2 de
Mayo.

El total de parejas gue han criado este a%fio asciende . a 7500,
contabilizando las reposiciones, y el nGmero de pollos que han
volado es de 3300, lo que supone un exito reproductor del 44%.

En la visita realizada a la colonia de e¢rfa. una vez terminado
el periodo de incubaci8n. se contabilizaron 7376 nidos, 210
huevos abandonados y 548 ©pollos muertos, todos menores de tres
dfas, con excepcion de 3 que tenfan entre 5 v 10 dfas. Esto nos
indica un porcentaje de p&rdidas observadas del 10,1%. Basandonos
en el nfimero total de parejas reproductoras 7500. en el de
pollos que han volado 3300 y considerando la puesta por pareja
de un huevo. Las pérdidas reales son del 56%. por 1o que el 45%
ha sido depredado por Larus fuscus. principalmente, y en menor

A principios de Jdunio la laguna queddB seca, inicifndose los i
bombeos junto al dique central, con el ffn de inundar una super- 1
ficia media de 5 Ha., la cual ha permitido preservar la colonia 3
de vreproducci®tn hasta la marcha de la totalidad de los polles a i
mediados de Agosto.

Estéaaﬁo, pob'primera vez, se ha realizado el seguimiento de E
la colonia de flamencos de Fuente de Piedra desde un observatorio
situado:a 150m._del dique central, esto nos ha permitido evaluar

las aves de Camarga, con anilla DARVIC, que han nidificado en
esta colonia. :
El total de flamencos. con anillas de Camarga, que han sido !

. ,Obsefvados_engfuent9_¢e_Pieéra;e@tre los -meses de Enero 'y Junio .

- de=gsta——altor —asciéndé a T42. La distribuciln por adados de~estas -~ T

craves Cgrifico T mos indica que €1:80,8% de ellas -corresponde a C
flamencos adultos, mayores de cuatro atos. de estos el 57% son b
aves con mis de siete afos.
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Han sido controtados 44 flamencos reproductores aniliiados. io
que representa el 34,1% del total de adultgs obserwvados con
anilla en Fuente de Fiedra. Las edades de estos flamencos. nas
indican que el 8%,4% de ellos tenfan mis de & aFfos vy sbla e)
13.6% eran aves de 4 6§ 5 d¥os  (gr&fica 2). FE1 B&xiig reproductor
mayor se ha dado en pXjaros de siete afos, con un 91,7% (grEfica
3), siendo ademis el grupao de edad representads por mis indivi-
duos anilliados. :

Es de destacar gque el flamenco KAC recuperado en Camarga, de
los efectos del frio en Eneroc de 1983 (Johnson 1983), este afio ha
nidificado con &xits en Fuenie de Piedra.

SUMMARY .

The reproductive season in Fuente de Piedra started at the end
of February 1986 and was ance again successfull with around 3300
chicks on the wing from a total of 7,500 breeding pairs. The
artificially supplying of water to the lagoon allaowed compiete
rearing of the flamingo chicks. A total! of 142 Camargue rings
were read, 44 of which on nesting birds.

Bibliaografia.

Jahnson,A.R. (1983). Les effects de la vague de froid de janvier
1985 sur Jla population de flamants roses hivernant en
France. F.W.G. Rapport_ Special n_Zz, 31 pp.

Grafico_ 1l : Porcentaje de flamencos obserwvados con anillas
DARVIC en la laguna de Enero a Junio. seglin edad.
fAge distribution of DARVIC-ringed fiamingos obserwved
in Fuente de Piedra tagoon.

Grafico 2 : Porcentaje de flamencos con anillias DARVIC 4ue han
sido aobservados como nidificantes, Segﬂn adad.
tge distribution of DARVIC-ringed flamingos observed
at nest.

Grafica 3 : Exito de eclosion (%) de 1os huevos de parejas
cantroladas v . su relaciBn con la edad del aduitn
anillado.
Age distribution of DARVIC-ringed flamingaos produ-—
e c ]:-ng.. C'h i'ek_f. L . - . . - - ..




ANILLAMIENTO DE FLAMENCO (Phoenicopterus _cuber_raseys) EN FUENTE

DE PIEDRA (ESPANAY. By M. Rendon.

Hasta el alo 1985 tan s61o se habian anillado flamencos en
Fuente de Piedra en tres ocasiones : 1964 : 9 vy 19693 45 (MUSED
CIENCIAS, MINIST. AGRIC. MADRID é. SPAIN), 1977: 30 (UNIV. MaLAGA
700L0GIA) ., En total suponen 104 anillas de metal, de las gque <flo
ce ha recobrado una. en Mauritania, hasta la fecha.

A la vista de los escasos anillamientos relizados en Fuenie de
Piedra. la Agencia de Medio Ambiente de la Junta de Andaiuc¥a,
como Organismo encargado de la gestion de la Reserva Integral de
la Laguna de Fuente de Piedra, ha considerado imprescindible el
iniciar un programa de anillamiento y marcaje de Flamencos con
anillas DARVIC en esta colonia de reproduccifin.

Can el fin de diferenciar las anillas DARVIC de Fuente de
Piedra de las usadas por Camarga, se han empleado anillas de
color naranja con una banda de grosor mayer, al utiltizado para los
nmeros vy letras, entre 1os dos primergs elemeniogs de 1a terna.
AdemXs estas se han colocado en la tibia izquierda ¥y las de metal
en la derecha.

E] anillamiento se 1levf a cabao el 25 de junig, cont&ndose caon
la colaboracifin de : Estacifin Bislfgica de Do¥ana (CSIC), Camarga
(Station Riologique de la Tour du Valat), Parque Nacional de
Oo¥ana (ICONAY, Universidad de M&laga, etc. En total cien parti-
cipantes.

Ecte a¥o se han znilladoc 750 aves con anillas de metal, de los
cuales &22 tambien con anillas DARVIC, de un tgial de 3.300
pollos. Estos marcajes nos permitiran estudiar aspectos aln
desconocidos de 1a biologfa de la especie, imprescindibles a la
hora de planificar la protecciin real del flamenco. De hecho la
colaboracifn entre CAMARGA, DONANA, y FUENTE DE PIEDRA, permitirl
an el futuro un mavor vy m&s exacto conocimiento de 1a Pablacifin
de Flamencos del Mediterrfneo Occidental.

Manuel Rendfin Martos

Biblogo Conservadar de la Reserva Integral.
APARTADO DE CORREOS n 1

Fuente de Piedra - M&laga

Espafa
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CENSOS FEITOS A0S BANDOS DE FLAMINGOS NO ESTUARIOC DO RIO TEJO
( 1980 7 1984 )

Raul Carlos Bello de Serra Guedes,
com a co]aburagéu de Gnngalc Corré&a.

Iniciaram—-se em 1980 0s censos & conitagens feitos aos bandos de
flamingonos duranie a sua permanéncia no ESTUARIO do Tejao, gquer
durante a rota migrataoria que leva as aves as costas da Mauritg-
nia (Norte de Africa) durante os meses de Inverno quer quando
vaoltam aos seus locais de nidificagao (Marismas do Guadalquiwir)
"Coto Donaba" em Espanha, e Camargue no Sul de Franga.

FPodemos concluir com as contagens feitas nos ultimos 4 anos gue
houve um aumentig considerfvel de flamingos no Estu¥rio do Tejo, e

conquantic naoc se possam tirar ainda conclusoes pais serao necessfi—

rigs mais nos de observagoes e contagens. De registar que o
nfimero elevado de aves nos anos de 1981/1982 foram conseguencia
de grandes <cecas <que assclaram a Peninsula Ib&rica e muito
especiaimente o Coto Donatia onde durante os meses de Invernao
destes anns quasi nao choveu, nao havendo portanto Hgua nas zonas
onde normalmente ha darandes concentracoes de flamingos. O nlmero
de casais reprodutares aumentou consideravelmentie nos ultimos
anos tanto no Coto DOonafia como na Camargue o que tamb&m pode
Justificar o maior nlmero de aves que frequentam as Jamas do
Estufirio do Tejo.

E curiosa a chegada dos flamingos, surgen primeiro as aves
sub—adulias, depois as aves adultas e s& no fim as aves jovens do
ang, sendo estas tambim as 4ltimas a deixarem o Estuirio do Tejn
em fins de Novembro de cada ango e dirigirem—se ao Norte de Africa
onde passam o Lverno.

Continuarao durante mais alguns anos a serem feitos censos e
contagens aos flamingos durante a sua permanéncia em Portugal nao
no Estufirio do Rio Tejo mas tamb€m em Castro Marim no Algarve
onde igualmente sao observados durante a mesma 8poca bandos de
flamingos.

Com os grdficos anexos podemos observar quais as &pocas do ano
de maior ocorrencia de bandos, quando c¢comegam a chegar e guando
partem.

-
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Summary

This paper gives results of Greater Flamingo counts made on the
Tejo Estuary between 1980 and 1984. This is the most important
wetland in Portugal for the species which also occurs at Castro
Marim ( Algarve).

Over the past ¢ years there has been a considerable inecrease in
the numbers of flamingos occurring on the estuary. This can
generally be related To an increase in the numbers of flamingos
which have bheen breeding in recent years in Spain and France
whilst the very high numbers recorded in 1981-82 coincided with
drought conditions in Andalucia.

The estuary is frequented hy flamingos moving between Europe and
North Africa. In autum, sub-adults arrive before the adults
whilst the numbers of juveniles peak after the adults at the end
of November.
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GREATER FLAMINGOS NEST-BUILDING IN DUBAIL CREEK.
by Mike Moser

Flamingos have not nested on the Arabian Peninsula since 1922,
when a colany occurred on Rubiyan Island, Kuwait (Ticehurst et
al. 1926). Flamingo colonies are usually established aon islands
in inland or coactial lagoons and breeding can take place only
when water levels are suitable. A single exception is on the Banc
4’ Arguin (Mauritania) where colonies are established annually an

sandy islands within the intertidal zone. I was therefore intrigued

tg find Fiamingos attempting to nest on Dubai Creek during a
vigsit to the United Arab Emirates in mid-March 1985.

Dubai Creek is a very cheltered 'estuarine’ inlet from the
Gulf with a tidal range of about 1.5m. At the time of my vigit
come 1700 Flamingos were present on the Creek of which 92% were
adults. Although no rings were observed, it is likely that these
birds ariginate from colanies either at Lake Rezieyeh (lIran) or
the Rann of Kutch (India). The. birds which were attempting to
nest comprised about 350 adults which conaregated each day an =a
very small part of the Creek; all were displaving intensively and
frequent copulations were observed. At any one time wup 1o 20
individuals were sitting on and building nesting mounds, although
at each hiagh tide these became submerged and partly destroved.
Ac the tide receded, the birds would return to the same mounds
and start rebuilding again. Having 5 years experience of Flamin-
gos breeding in the Camargue, 1 was convinced that this was a
serioue nesting attempt.

Shooting has recently been banned an Dubail Creek and this has
resulted in a dramatic increase in the number of Flamingos using
the area (gnly tens had been recorded prior to ihe shooting ban’.
Although the creek offers rich feeding faor Fiamingos there are no
csuyitable breeding sites far them, since there are no iglands;
human disturbance above the high—water mark prohibits nesting
there. As a resuli of these aobservations, a low sandy igsland was
constructed during the summer of 1985, to attract a breeding
caolony. This has been furnished with a number af nesting mounds
similar ta those employed in the Camargue (Johnson 19833, in the
hope that a successful breeding attempt Wwill occur in the spring
af 1986.

Johnson,A.R. 1983, In Scott,d.A., Manual of Active Wetland and
Uaterfowl Management. IWRB, Slimbridge.

Ticehurst,C.B., Cox,P. & Cheeseman,R.E. 1926. J.__Bombay Nat.
Iji"ito Sac. 31t $1-119.

(Author's address :-BTO Beech Grove, .Station Road,. Trings (Herts.)

-
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THREE CASES OF LEAD-POLSINING IN GREATER FLAMINGOS

(Phoenicopterus ruber roseus) IN SQUTH-EASTERN FRANCE.

1 2 3
by P. BAYLE , F. DHERMAIN & G. KECK

The Etang de Berre is a brackish lake of approximately

2
160 km

situated halfway between the Camargue and the city of Marseille ({(Bou-

ches—-du-Rhéne} and connected to the Mediterranean Sea via the
Caronte. Flamingos are regularly to be found on three sites
eastern shore of this lake, the Etang de Bolmon, the Salin du
dis-used) and the Salin de Berre. The former of these is an

duck and coot (Fulica atra) hunting resort. Flamingo numbers
about 300 to over 1,000 birds which use the different sites

to disturbance/food availability.

canal de

along the
Lion (now
important
vary from
according

Three of the birds which died figure in Table I. The death of the

first of these was clearly attributable to lead poisoning and this lead
us to look systematically for other cases. It was found lying in shal-
low water with wings slightly spread and the legs bent under the body.

The

neck was outstretched and the bird seemed to be drowning as it

could not 1ift its head. This position looked much like the one des-
cribed by Hovette (1972) in ducks suffering from lead poisoning. The
bird died when picked up; it was then noticed that the tail feathers
were stained with green droppings, another symptom of saturnism (Cooper
& Bley, 1979). This green staining around the cloaca was also noted on

the

other two birds.

A necropsy was performed the same day. The bird was emaciated

with a total 1loss of fatty tissues and an atrophy of the pectoral
muscles. There were 21 small pebbles and one shot-gun pellet in the
stomach. The presence of the latter supported the hypothesis of a
possible case of saturnism. We therefore extracted the liver and kid-
neys and sent them to the Toxicology Laboratory of the Ecole Nationale
Vétérinaire, Lyons, for analysis (as was done also for the other tvwo
birds). In this first instance the load of lead was extremely high. The

two

other birds carried lower concentrations {Table II} and had no shot

in the gizzard.

Saturnism, due to the ingestion of lead pellets as grit, is quite

common today among Holarctic waterfowl. It has been described in parti-
cular by Hoffmann (1960} among ducks in the Camargue where Mallard Anas
platyrhynchos, Teal Anas c¢recca and Tufted duck Aythva fuligula are the

most exposed species. More recently lead-poisoning among ducks has been
studied in another heavily hunted area of France, The Dombes (Cordel-
Boudard, 1983). This author sets the level of acute saturnism in ducks

at

above 10 ppm in the liver fresh wt. In Denmark Clausen & Wolstrup

(1979) found Mallard and Mute swan Cygnus olor to be frequently affec-

Cted;..
TFZtion in ‘either liver of kidney exceeded 7 ppm fresh wt. Saturnism has

they .evaluated birds as being lead-poiscned when lead concentra-

-also beenrecorded among other birds, especially raptors; Gretz & Bayle
{1983/84) revised the known cases of lead-poisoning in Falconiforms and

Museum, Palais Longchamp, F-13004 Marseille.

64, Boulevard Barry, F-13013 Marseille.

Ecole Nationale Vétérinaire, Laboratoire de Toxicologie, B.P. 31 F-
69752 CHARBONNIERES Cédex.
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N Sex and : Locality H Date : Conditions of recovery
approximate age : of recovery :
i 2 subadult : MARTRIANE - 16.06.84 : found by P.B. et al., drowning in
:  Salin du Lion : : ca. 5 cn water in former saltworks

: : died upon recovery.

2 ¢ 2 juvenile : MARTGNANE . 23.02.86 : found by F. & H. D., dead on the

: Ftang de Bolmon : . beach (Plage du Jai).
3 ? adult : MARSEILLE - 7.03.86 : found by Société Protectrice des
Plage du Prado : . Animaux, agonizing on the beach

: - and harassed by Larus cachinnans;
: : died the next day.

Table I : Data on the recovery of three Greater flamingos Phoenicopterus ruber roseus in the
area of Marseille and of the Etang de Berre {Bouches—du-Rhdne, France).

N : Lead level : Lead level
:  in liver (ppm)* : in ltj.dneys {ppm) *

1 : 223.0 : 57.0.
2 = 17.0 : 21.3
3 10.2 : 6.5
* dry wt.

Table II. lead concentrations in liver and Kidneys of three Greater flamingos Phoenicopterus
ruber roseusrecuveredintheareaofl{arseilleandof the Etang de Berre {(Bouches—
du-Rhdne, France). Analyses (by atomic absorption spectrometry) carried out by the

st = Laboratoire de Texicologie-of-the Boole Nationale Vétérinaire.de IO — - e
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came to the conclusion that a concentration of 3 ppm fresh wt. of lead
in both liver and kidneys was accompanied by severe organic disorders.

All these examples show without doubt that the three Flamingos
found either on the shores of the Etang de Berre or in Marseille (the
latter very probably originating from the same population as the
former}) all died of lead-poisoning: the lead concentrations found in
their organs are well above the highest figure given by any of the
authors as the level of acute saturnism, especially when we consider
that their measurements are all expressed as ppm fresh wt. whilst ours
are ppm dry wt. It is surprising that the cases described here are the
first concerning Flamingosg. 1In very heavily hunted areas such as the
Camargue and the Etang de Berre it must be expected that Greater
flamingos often ingest pellets and use them as grit. They are thus
likely to sufferfrom lead-poisoning in the same way as ducks. Similar
cases, should they be loocked for, could certainly be found.
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS (NEW WORLD)
(Compiled by Bart de Boer)

BAHAMAS. {(corr. A. Sprunt!

4 very short note on the Bahamas-population. In 1984 the {lamingac
colony was disturbed by wild hogs and flooding and produced no
signifiecant number of young. In 1985 the birds started nesting
late due to dry weather. The results of this breeding effort are
still unknown. Cenerally the Bahamian situation 1is still excellent

REPUBLICA _DOMINICANA. (corr. Tomas A. Vargas Mora)
Estimo la poblacifin en alrededor 2000 ejemplares. Se encuentran
en lago y lagunas, costeras o del interior, de agua dulce o
salada. Sus poblaciones estan restringidas a la parte suroceste
del pafs. Los efectos de la cacerfa ilegal sobre esta especie son
minimos. Una amenaza sobre esta especie consiste en le derivaci®@n
de las aguas gue nutren amblentes donde ellos viven hacla otros
lugares con fines agrfcolas. Esta especie no se encuentra especial-
mente amenazada por lo que los esfuerzos en favor de ella se
dirigen hacla su proteccibn

CUBA. {(corr. Orlando H. Garrido)

l,as poblaciones de flamencos no han sido estudiadas en Cuba. Si
bien esta especie estha protegida por las 1leyes de caza, en
determinadas areas alejadas existen irresponsables que furtiwva-
mente cazan estas aves para comer,. No sclo los adultos sino en
ocasiones se llevan los pichones. Esto era mucho mas arraigado en
otras &pocas, pero actualmente con 1la adicin y incremente de
guarcdas forestales se hace cada vez mas diffcil. No obstante. en
zonas de la regibn oriental {Birama, Manzanillo) todavia se
enfrentan dificultades en este aspecto. Cuando se instituya un
programa nacional sobre el Plamenco para Ssu estudio ¥y conserva-
ci8n creo gque ayudari grandemente a erradicar estas capturas
fortuitas.

En general las poblaciones. aungue no se han hecho censos, han
incrementado por 1lo que se puede apreciar. Algunas colonias son
muy numercsas como las de Cayo Coco. Como no se han hecho estudio
no se sabe los movimientos que realiza dentro de la Isla y s1
incluso reciben individuos periodicamiente de poblaciones extran-
jeras. Aungue esto es objetivo, ya que me han llegado dos anillos
de individuos que fueron anillados en el extranjero (posihlemente
en las Bahamas). No sabemos si las grandes colonias que pasan el
invierno en ciertos sitios { por ejemplo Cienega de Zapata) son
miembros de una misma o de varias. En nuestro territorio existen
. apeas-donde Los- Flamencos estfn ahf todo-el atio y incluso crfan. -
“En otros . lugares Solo. estan.en el area en determinada epoca vy
luego desaparecen (aunque no sahemos si se reftiran & ZoOonas mas
alejadas o se van a otra. pero Bsto no se ha podido determinar}
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Tanpoco se ha hecho censos. No obstante, en Zapata contemos una
vez con contador japone unas 3000 flamencos. La colonia de Cayo
Coco tiene gue tener sobre 25.000. Las de Birama son muy numero-—
sas. Hace anos criaban en Tunas e Zazas, perco ahora no se han
vuelto a localizar criando. Hay una peque%a colonia <c¢riando en
Itabo, Matanzas, asi como en Nuevitas, Santa Lucia etc.

Sr. Garrido participa que hay oportuniddd para estudiar los
flamencos en Cuba. Sin embargo. el gobierno de Cuba no tiene
fundos para financiar estudios hecho para extranjeros, pero
grupos o personas que va disponen de fundos conseguirin toda
cooperacion. Para mas informes escribe a

Comandante Univenso Sanchez
Direccion Nacional de Flera y Fauna
Ministerio del Transporte
Tulipan y Boyenos
Habana, Cuba.

!

It is possible to study flamingos on Cuba. However, as the Cuban
government does not have funds available for this, any groups or
persons wanting Eo carry out studies should have their own
Ffunding. For more information write to the address given above,.
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(Josk A. Ottenwalder. Parque Zoologico Nacional and Museo Nacional
de Historia Natural, Santo Domingo, Republica Dominicana: Present
address : Florida State Museum and Department of Hildlife and
Range Sciences, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611;

Charles A. Woods. Florida State Museum, Gainesville)

There has heen little information on the status and distribu-
tion of the American flamingo in Haiti since the account given by
Wetmore and Swales (1931) covering the first third of the current

century. During early May 19872 and 1983 we conducted aerial
surveys along the entire coastline of Haiti, including offshore
islands. to census populations of several wildlife species.

Inland lakes and lagoons were not covered in the surveys.
The results of our observations on flamingocs are summarized in
Table 1.

During these surveys, flamingos were found in only three areas:
a/ Ile de la Gonave, b/ on the west coast between grande Saline
and Gonalves, and c¢f Ile de ia Tortue. Historically, Gonave
Island, and the extensive coastal mangrove swamps stretching from
the mouth of the Artibonite River to the Baie des Gonaives were
apparently very important feeding, roosting, and probably also
nesting sites for flamingos in Haiti. )

Birds were also observed on a small brackish lagoccon on the
south coast of Ile de la Tortue. This is the first report of
their occurrence on that island. Although the Cul-de-Sac region
was not included in our surveys recent obserwvations on numbers
and distribution of flamingos on the lakes of Etang Saumatre and
Trou Caiman have been obtained by other observers (J. 0. Reith,
J.B. Thorbjarnarson, and R. Frantz. pers.comm.}). The Cul-de-Sac
region, Gonave Island and the coastal areas around Gonaives, have
heen and apparently remain the major areas used by flamingos in
Haiti.

A total of 695 bhirds were seen in May 1982 and about 285 in May
1283. The observed distribution of birds by major coastal areas
during the 1982 and 19883 surveys ( Table 1) was respectively
Gonave Island, 37 (5. 3%) and 53 (18.6%); west coast combined
(including ccastal areas influenced by the flood-plain and delta
of the Artibhonite River, and the three localities on the Plaine
de 1' Arbre, since we considered the latter as a subset of the
Grande Saline-Gonaives populations), 645 (82.8%) and 182 (63.8%);
Tortue Island, 13 (1,8%) and 50 (17.5%)

Although our ohservations suggest that there were about 400

o o ‘more” flamlngos present _along 'the Haitian coasts during May 1982,
:;#MWT::ﬁ:T:Tihﬂ_ﬂLffﬁhgﬂce hetween years. might be a “reflention of the discon=.

tinuous movement patterns of flamingos due to specialized habitat

requirements, or presumably, differences in aertal survey techni-

ques
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TABLE 1. American flamingo observations in Haiti during coastal
aerial surveys in May 1982 and 1983,

GENERAL AREA e
LOCATION 10-12 MAY1982 6-7 MAY1983

Gonave Island

Pointe Pierrot 16 50¢

Gros Mangle 3

La Cayenne 5

Gran Lagon 13 1

Pocintes a Roquettes 2
Grande Saline - Gonaives

L.agoon south of Grande Saline 215 (180-240) 20

Lagoon north of Grande Saline 165 (145-190)

Baie de Grande Pierre 25 90

Pointe de la Grande Pierre 240 (175-280)

Baie de La Tortue-Baie de 65(50-80)

Gonaives

Plaine de 1' Arbre

L'Etang 2

Pointe Coridon . 2

Petit Port a Piment 3
Tortue Island

Lagoon at Trou Vasseux 13 50

TOTAL 695 285

*# Numbers represent averages of estimafes by two or more obser-
vers,
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The 1982 surveys were frimarily for manatees and were flown at
an altitude of 150-300 m. In contrast, the 1983 surveys, Wwhich
were tao find sea turtle crawls an nesting beaches, were flaown at
an altitude of 50-125 m along the <coast. e believe +that ithe
lower elevation at which the 1983 surveys were flown, in combi-
nation with the visual barrier represented by the dense mangrove
forests where flamingos are found between Grande Saline and
Gonaives, minimized chances for flamingo observations in 1983.

Based on the aerial survey data. reports from inland habitats
and our observations of seasonal changes in flamingo numbers in
the Dominican Republic, we estimate the papulation in Haiti tao
range between 300-1,500 birds during most of the vear, but
increasing to as many as 1,000-3,000 in winter. The latter
estimate is expected to fluctuate from vear to vear in relation
to the number of young praduced in the Great Inagua coleny.

The nesting status aof flamingos in Haiti at present is still
uncertain, as we failed to find any evidence of nesting there.
However, the apparent absence of nesting effort might reflect
alsa the lack of ornithological exploration in Haiti. There
exists the possibiiity that small breeding colonies have gone
undetected, as was the case in the Dominican Republic (Wiley and
Wiley, 1979; JAOD pers. obser.’.

Additional studies are needed to improve present knowledge on
population and breeding status. Further effort should include =
combination of aerial and graund survevs. However we consider as
a conservation vpriaority a genuine commitment by the Haitian
government to offer legail pratection to flamingos and to conduct
educational campaigns to stop hunting of birds.

A detailed report on the status aof flamingos in Haiti is being
prepared to be presented to the Haitian authorities. We thank Dr.
James O. Keith for providing information and useful comments.

SUMMARY

Numbers: 500-3,000 birds, based an preliminary estimates.

Recent observed distribution : sites 5 to 32. Numbers refer to
locatities indicated in Fig.1.

Possible deserted areas: sites 1-4 and 33-35 (Fig.1), which
represent Jlocalities associated with high human densities
(with the exception of Caracol). Aithough oaonly historical

“mfﬁecardq are knnnn Prom_iheseuareas.—iaekA9$—recent data-might

“““ ~and-~framingas
mlght 5t1%1 ‘pccur there in small numbers
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Nesting status : Presumably breeding colonies existed historical-
ly 1in the Lake Etang Saumatre (%), Gonave Isiand (11,16),
and in the Grande Saline - Gonaives coastal lagoons {19-26).

There is no evidence of recent nesting anywhere in Haiti.

Legal status : not protected.

Threats : human pressure e. d. hunting for Ffood and commercial
trade, some habitat modification, and disturbance due to
decreasing isolation of previously remote areas caused by a
rapidly expanding human population.

Hetmore, 4., and B.H. Swales, 1931. The birds of Haiti and the
Dominican Republic. U.S. Natl. Mus. Bull. 155,

#iley, J.W., and B. N, Wiley. 19739. S3tatus of the American Flamingo
in the Dominican Republic¢ and Eastern Haiti. Auk 96: 615-619.

Figure 1 . Map of Haiti showing locations of historical and
recent flamingo sites. Shaded c¢circles indicate areas with no
recent records. Historical nesting sites are represented by
stars. Numbers : 1. Ile a Vache, 2. iLes Cayes, 3. Baie des
Flamands, 4. Aquin, 5. Etang Saumatre, 6. Ganthier, 7. Theomazeau,
8. Trou .Caiman, 9. Port-au-Prince, 10. Pointes a Raquettes, 11.
Trou Louis, 12. Pointe Pierrot. 13. Gros Mangle, 14. Richard, 15.
La Cayenne, 16. Gran Lagon, 17. Etroits, 18. Riviere Artibonite,
19. Pointe des Flamands, 20. CGrande Saline, 21. Baie de Grande
Pierre, 22. Desdunes, 23. Pointe de 1a Grande Pierre. 24. Baie de
Tortue, 25, Baie des Gonaives, 26. Gonaives, 27. L*Etang, 28.
Pointe Coridon. 29. Port a Pimment, 30. Anse Rouge, 31. Trou

Vasseaux. 32. Ile de la Tortue, 33. Cap~Haitien, 34. Caracol, 35.
Fort Liberte.
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MEXICO.

Dr. A. Sprunt from the Audubon Society visited the Yucatan this
summer, He wvisited the flamingo area with Antonio Rogel Bahena.
From his letter to SEDUE I extracted the following notes

The flamingos had a very successful reproductive season in 1985,
However, several threats exist to their survival in this area.
Fishermen of E1 Cuyo have proposed to breach the beach ridge and
allow fresh seawater to enter the Rio Lagartos 1lagoon. Such a
break would severely upset the ecology of the lagoon and probably
tuin it as a feeding area for the flamingos. Dr. Sprunt peinted
out that this even may eliminate flamingo nesting in the Yucatan
entirely. The exXxpansion of the existing salt plant also poses
problems. Expansion is still possible but preferably only to the
west and on the south side of the lagoon. There exist plans to
build a road for the =salt company which would block off the
lagoon, with serious damage to its ecology. Dr. Sprunt suggested
to construct a bridge instead. A rcad has been constructed
already to the lagoon west of Punta Mecco. an important breeeding
site for the flamingos. This road may cause human disturbance at
this site. Dr. Sprunt suggested eliminating this road entirely.
Dr. Sprunt brought all these suggestions to the attention of Ing.
Manuel D' Argence Garcia, as representative of SEDUE.

1 1
+ an*
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Distribucion en Mexico del Fflamenco
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The flamingos residing along’ the coast of Venezuela and on
Bonaire belong to the same population. There is now close coopera-
tion between scientists and birdwatchers in the two countries in
monitoring this population. On Bonaire Frater Candidus is checking
out the flamingos monthly. He collects data on numbers, breeding
and mortality. He reports that the last couple of years have been
very successful for the flamingos. Before 1980 a year in which
the flamingos bred once was considered successful. Breeding
twice a year was considered an exception. However, after 1980 it
seems to have become the rule for the flaminges to breed twice a
year. Besides, in the years from 1977 to 1980 very few juveniles
were raised due to a long period of drought. After 1980 followed
a few very wet years and this resulted in large numbers of chicks
raised by the flamingos. The following table sums up the breeding
results as collected by de Boer (up to 1980) and Frater Candidus
(thereafter).

Breeding period Pairs Number of chicks hatched

Nov 75/Mar 76 3000 3jooo -

PDec 76/dan 77 500 250

Pec 77/Jdan 78 400 60

Jan 79 400 120

Jul 79/85ep 79 600 600

Nov 79/Mar 80 3500 3500, high post-hatching
: mortality

Nov 80/Feb 81 2500 2500

May 81/0ct 81 2500 2500

Nov 81/Feb 82 2500 2500

dJun 82/Sep 82 600 600

Jul 83/Sep 83 400 250

Jun 84/Sep 84 2000 1000

Nov B84/Mar 85 ? 2000

In Venezuela there exists considerable interest in the {lamingo
population. The nature conservation organisations there and
especially FUDENA and AUDUBON VENEZUELA try to get a Coastal
Conservation Campaign launched to preserve the coastal wetlands.
Part of this CCC would include the preservation of the flamingo
habitat. There are several scientific¢ investigations going now.
Dr. Stuart Strahl from the Universidad Simon Bolivar directs a
project aimed at monitoring the fluctuations 1in numbers in the

..__.population. and trying. to determine - the- causes Ffor--this. The

Frvestigations—are—beimg carried oUt by _StUdEntE Working URder

Br—Clark-Casster from-the —Universidad de Zulia in Maracaibo.
They are doing an investigation infto the food situation in Los
Olivitos a 20.000 ha wetland near Maracaibo where thousands of
flamingos have been counted.
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The Universidad de Oriente (Dr. Jose Rodriguez) and the Univer-
site of Montreal (Dr. Raymond MeNeil) are cooperating in a
project to determine the ecological quality of the coastal
wetlands. One of the key species will be the flamingo. Thanks to
the efforts of Mary Lou Goodwin (Audubon) there exists a splendid
cooperation betwean these groups.

Miguel Lentino has done some aerial surveys which resulted in
counts far higher than ©previously thought. His data and the
localities where he found the flamingos are shown in the follo-
wing table and map.
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Como parte 24 en una seria sobre la Fauna de Argentina. Pablo
Canevari escritb una negociaciﬁn excellente sobre el flamenco
comfn (gQggg;gggggggg__ggllggglg) E1l siguiente tomk prestada de
‘egsto articulo. '

Los flamencos habitan desde aproximadamente los 4000m de altura
hasta el niwvel del.mar, preferentemente en lagunas abiertas, con
aguas someras Y salobres.

De las tres egspecles Qque se encuentran en Argentina, el flamenco
comdn es el gue tiene una distribucifn mas amplia, nidificando en
el altiplano de Jujuy, Salta y Catamarca, ¥ tambifn en ciertas
zonas de CH¥rdoba, Santa Fe, Buenos Aires ¥ 1a Patagonia. En los
salares temporalmente inundados y las lagunas semipermanentes de
aguas salobres de 1a puna, las tres especies comparten su hdbitat
con una variada avifauna integrada por diversos patos. Aunque la
mayor parte de astos ambientes carecen de vegetacifn emergente,
poseen en cambio, una rica flora de plantas sumergidas ¥ algas
microscBpicas gue sirven de alimento a los flamencos directamente
o a los microorganismos de los cuales se alimentan. La laguna de
pozuelos en la provincia de Jujuy, cuenta habitualmente con una
poblaciGn de alrededor de 25000 ejemplares de flamencos, en Sus
tres especies. En la regibn central del pais un lugar muy frecuen-
tado por el flamenco comdn es 1a laguna de HMar Chiquita al
noreste de la provincia de. C8rdoba. En anos favorables, el Doctor
Bucher ha censado all?Y alrededor de 70. 000 individuos agrupados
en grandes colonias de crfa. Tambiken en las lagunas de la Patagonia
se dan condiciones adecuadas para la permanencia y nidificaciin
de los flamencos.

En la puna, tanto los hueves como los pichones son alimento del
carancho blanco y la gaviota serrana fundamentalmente, ¥y €en el
resto des pafs, del carancho y de la gaviota cocinera entre
otros. Desde tiempos remotos los aborigines de 1la puna realizan
perifdicas recolecciones de 1los huevos des kstas y otras aves
acuhticas. hecho que, sin embargo, no parece afectar significati-
vamente a las poblaciones. Hay otras causas importantes de
mortandad : en la laguna de Puzuelosgs una violente granizada mat®
a mas de «cien ejemplares de fiamencos de los tres especies,
mientras gue 1a sequi® acabb con gran cantidad de pichones de
flamenco comdn nacidos en el lugar. En la Argentina, a rafz de
las transformaciones del medio producidas por el hombre, funda-
mentalmente an 1a zona de la pampa hfimeda, el flamenco comn ha
vigto disminuida su 2zZona de nidificacibn y de alimentaci®n.
Asimismoc hay due senalar que existe en nuestro pais un importante

T ComaTeio oon ésta especie, que-se. vends a_los zoolfgicos _de todo,

T g T mundo. wa"gmba%éﬁ,-y;aunquewseﬁpargceﬁde:EV§¥p@q;oﬁEEZﬁEESTsaﬁ'
del estado real de la poblacion, 1las estimaciones locales coinciden
en afirmar que el ntimero de ejemplares sigue ciendo significativo,.
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BREVE DESCRIPTION DEL PROYECTO "CONSERVACION DE FLAMENCOS
EN EL NCRTE BE CHILE"

Dr. Alphonso A. GLADE

La Corporacifin Nacional Feorestal (CONAF) administra 73 Areas
Silvestres Protegidas de Chile (Parques Nacionales, Reserwvas
Nacionales v HMonumentos Naturales) que abarcan 13.000.000 de ha,
lo que representa el 17% de 1la superficie continental del pa¥s.
Dentro de cus labores estfn la conservacifin v manejo de la fauna
que vive dentro de estas unidades y en un futuro cercano., tambi&n
velarf por toda la fauna terresire de Chile.

Desde Enera de 1984 se cuenta con la valiosa cooperaciffin de la
New York Zoological Society (NYZS) en la impientaciﬁh del provecto
denaminado "Conservacilin de flamencos en el norte de Chile".

E]l habitat de laos flamencos soporta actualmente wuna gran

presifin por parte de l1as empresas minerss, lo cual pone en grave
peligro la reproduccilin de las especies. En forma paralela, ta
colecta de huevos paor pobladores alioandinos provoca ajteraciones
en el proceso reproductivo, que se ha traducido en una declina-
cifn evidente de las poblacianes de flamencos en el altiplano
chilenao.

Las Regiones I de TarapacH, Il de Antofagasta v I1I-.de Atacama
eon las fnicas =zonas en Chile donde canviven 3 especies de
flamencos o ‘“parinas' f(en aymar%), las cuales nidifican en
diversos salares.

Los aobjetivas del praoyecto son 7 ¢

i. Desarroilar experiencia t8cnica para ia conservacifin v manejo
del habitat de las flamencas en el norte de Chile v pafses
vecinos.

3. Ubicar las f4reas de nidificacitn actualmente existentes,
cuantificande el proceso reproductivo en todas o en Ta mayorfia
de 1as c¢onlonias.

4. ldentificar 1las vpresiones 4que sopartan los flamencos en su
habitat por parte del hombre.

5, Investigar 1los aspectos clim&ticos, bia]égicns. ffcicas v
qufmicos del habitat que regulan 1a presencia vy reproduccibn
de cada especie.

4. Aumentar J10s conocimientos sobre la ecologfa, bioIngfa y

"'L_Af_:f"'j—,f“,:“"mmr__'ta"rmi;e*ntt o.de .1as parimass~> . T T 07 -

7. Probar v désaro]]ar métodoslde censa para F]amghéﬁé. adecuados
a las candiciones . ambientales v de habitat en los Andes.
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El convenio CONAF/NYZS estipula tambiBn la visita de un experto
internacional una vez al aBo, para evaluar la marcha de las
actividades.

Este proyecto de fauna estX considerado de gran envergadura, ya
que involucra recurscs humanos, tfcnicos vy financiercs de 3
Oficinas Regionales, de la Oficina Central de CONAF y a una
instituciBn extranjera de mucho prestigio.

Se prevee tener resultados preliminares en Abhril-Mayo de 1986,

los que permitirﬁn determinar a1l rumho a seguir del proyecto,
luego de terminado este primer perfodo de 20 meses.

, W
T T M D

//f\\\/m .
o

| e
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SOME NOTEWORTHY RECOVERIES - SIGHTINGS
Ring Date Age Locality
Hhite plastic 02.08.1978 pull Camargue, FRANCE
CRH 43 25' N, 04 38'E
- resighted 02.11.82 Sta. 0lalla, Marismas

Dofana Nat. Park,
( Huelwva) SPAIN

- found dead 18. 01, 85 VYenaco (Cortel,
CORSICA
42 14' N, 09 10'E

This is the first recovery in Corsica of a ringed flamingo. It
was found at an altitude of c.200m. and was displaced along with
fundreds of other flamingos during a spell of exceptionally cold
weather in western Europe (See F.W.G. Special Revport N 2},

On this occasion 155 rings were recovered in the south of France,
all birds having been ringed as chicks in the Camargue. Seven of
these were over 27 yrs. old and two of them constitute longevity
records for this species in the wild

Paris
cCh 752 01, 08,1954 recovered c.10.01.1985 = 30 yrs. 4 mths,
Ch 1004 29.07.1956 recovered c¢.10.01,1985 = 28 yrsHS mths.



Wf¥fj@ﬂfthe~6&m&fgueh&ﬁwmuch as—30-years-earlier. :
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ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Greup_circulars.

Newsletter N 1 June 1980 {English and French versions}

Special Report N 1 OcLober 1981 Index of Diseases of Phoenicop-
teriformes. €Compiled by Pierre E. Rollin

Newsletter N 2 November 1984 (mostly in English, some
articles in Spanish)

Special Report N 2 Les effets de la vague de froid de Janvier
1985 sur 1la population de flamants roses

hivernant en France. par A. Johnson

Newsletter N 3 September 1986 (mostly in English, some
articles in Spanish and Portuguese)

[}

The results of the IWRB mid-winter Flamingo counts in the
western Mediterranean 1972-1987, It i1s proposed to produce
this document as an IWRB Special Publication in 1987.

- The names and addresses of group members. Any modifications
would appear in the newsletters; Hould you please let the
coordinators know.

F.H. G, _ Special report_ N 2. Dec 1985, The effects of the cold
spell of January 1985 on the population of flamingos wintering in
France. (in French, english summary). This 32-pages report gives
details of a massive operation which was organised to help save
flamingos from starvation during a 15-day spell of below zero
temperature which froze most lagoons along the French Mediterra-
nean coast where 20,000 flamingos winfter. During this period some
birds moved south to Corsica but most stayed on and many were
saved when they fed on rice put down at water-holes. One thousand
were picked—-up weak, maintained in captivity and released after
the cold weather. Almost 3,000 corpses were collected and examined
(sexed, aged, measured .etc.), 155 of .which carried rings put on

This feport 1§ available Trom the ~author, Alan Johnson, on
request,
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WORKSHOP ON FLAMINGOS ?

Many readers will be aware that tentative plans have existed for
some time now to organise a workshop on flamingos. Questionnaires
were sent out to all members of the group in 1985 and replies were
generally in favour of such a meeting. There is. however, a big

step between being in favour and actuglly setting about organising

even a regional workshop. Time and funding are required for such
an undertaking and the whole issue is presently still very much in

the air.

LATE NEWS

Por the third consecutive winter there was a spell of
severely cold weather in Eurcpe in January 1987 and
many lagoons along the French Mediterranean coast were
partially or entirely frozen For two weeks, excepting
the extreme S.E. (Var). It also snowed heavily and
many birds are known to have perished. Fortunately,
this cold spell was not qulte as severe as the one of
January 1985 and "“only" 65 flamingos were reported:
amongst the casualties. One of these, recovered in
- e —— g&waUTtprOVince; carried an-Irmmiamring! T
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LE BAGUAGE DES FLAMANTS ROSES (Phoenicopterus ruber roseus) DANS
LA REGCION MEDITERRANEENNE A L'AIDE DE BAGUES DE CQULEUR EN MATIERE
PLASTIQUE GRAVEES D'UN CODE UNIQUE DE TROIS OU QUATRE CARACTERES

Camargue (Bouches-du-Rhdne) France

couleur couleur

année nombre bague bande combinaison exemple
1977 557 jaune néant 3 lettres commengant

par A ou B
1978 650 blanche néant 3 lettres commengant

par C ou D
1979 651 jaune ruban 3 lettres commencant

<)
=
S

rouge par F, H ou K

1980 761 blanche ﬁi;g ga;ez"cr;? c;orgfxllegcant
1981 697 Jjaune glé?i.n ga;e‘;::rc\ar,s c}:{ogu&lezégant
1982 652 blanche Elé:in ghﬁggzei& Et é‘! -
e TE gmme ph GHTLSw
1984 781 blanche zb'uil;sn 3 chiffres
1985 552 jaune néant 4 lettres AA—— & AC——
1986 599 jaune néant 4 lettres AD=-— & AH-- AFST
(Aprés quelques années le ruban de couleur se détache)

Lagune-dg Fuente de Piedra (Malaga) Espagne

année nombre cgi;ﬁgr cggig:r combinaison aexemple
1986 o2 orange graz}azge %aigztiﬁiigi;igsdégne '

2 chiffres

Les bagues francaises en plastique sont posées sur le tibia droit.

En outre, depuis 1986 une bague en métal est posée sur 1e tibia gauche.

Les bagues espagnoles en plastique sont posées sur le tibia gauche,
la bague en métal sur le tibia droit.

" T _peserva Integral .. ..
La Tour du Valat Apartado de Correos N° 1
13200 ARLES (France) _ Fuente de Piedra {Malaga)
Espagne

i[aguna de Fuente de Piédra™



