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INTRODUCTION

It is encouraging to note that an increasing number of people,
particularly in South America, are showing an interest in
flamingos, from either a conservation or a research point of
view. "At the same time it is rather alarming to think that this
may be brought about partially by the fact that either the
flamingos themselves or the wetlands in which they live are in
some way threatened. Eggs of the high Andean species are still
being taken in alarming quantities from colonies in Bolivia,
Chile and Peru, the coastal lagoons of Venezuela, so important
for the survival of the South Caribbean sub-population of
American Flanmingos, are threatened by profound changes for
development, as are the Languedoc lagoons in $. France which are
equally important for the West Mediterranean population of
Greater Flamingos. And in the neighbouring Camargue it seems
that mosquito control measures may be taken which are likely to
reduce not only the abundance of mosquito larvae in the waters
of the Rhone delta but also of Chironomid ‘larvae, a highly
important food item of flamingos and other waterfowl. Although
it would perhaps be exaggerated to say that any populations of
flamingos are presently threatened we must always bear in mind
that they are vulnerable and one of the prime tasks of the F.R.-
S.G. is to act as a forum for an exchange of 1nformat10n by way
of the coordinators and this newsletter. Let us, therefore,
maintain and develop our network of correspondents to report on
changes in status of flamlngo populatlons or threats to the
integrity 'of flamingo habitats, and to inform the parent
organisations  when alarmlng situations arise for eventual
action. To these ends this is YOUR newsletter. -

Research 1is the key to a better understanding of flamingos'

requirements and the results obtained are not only of scientific
interest but prov1de a very necessary tool for the
conservationist and those who make decions. It is comfortlng to
know that in this field progress is being made and major studies
are being carried out, or are planned in France, Spain,
Venezuyela, Bolivia and Chile. Researchers and students should
use this newsletter to make known thelr ongoing studies and/or
their future projects.

Contributions for the next newéletter IShould reach the
coordinators by December 1988.

Alan Johnson, Bart de Boer

March 1988













































































































































