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272 This newsletter c;_)'Vérs: the years 1991-1994. Details of breeding by Lesser and Greater
Flamingos are given for16 sites in 10 countries. Lesser Flamingos bred massively at Lake’

Natron in 1991-1992, the most important breeding site for the species in the world.

Fortunately, it seems that this wetland has been spared from the ecological changes which .

would have taken place as 2 result of developments on the main inflow river planned by Kenya

and from exploitation of the Soda crust (trona) envisaged by Tanzania, ‘both projects having
been shelved! In the Western Mediterranean, iwo new colonies of Greater Flamingos have:

become established in the Ebro Delta (Spain) and at Cagliari (Sardinia). An unusually small but
successful breeding occurred also in Tuscany (Italy) where 26 chicks were raised in 1994.
Flamingo chicks have been ringed in five colonies and a long-term study of the Greater
Flamingo continues in the Western Mediterranean. SR 2 '

Only few observations are available on the status of South-American populations for the same

period (1991-1994). There is no evidence that Chilean and Caribbean Flamingos are threatened.

An expedition from the University of East Anglia (UK) to Laguna Colarada in Bolivia in 1992-
1993 recorded successful breeding by Puna and Chilean Flamingos at this lake. On the other
hand, the Andean Flamingos which had started incubating at the same wetland suffered
complete nesting failure due to severe disturbance by egg-collectors. In addition, increasing
tourism was identified as a potential future threat to this area, the only known wetland in the
world where all three species ever attempted to breed. Studies on the limnology of the lake and
on the breeding ecology of the three species of flamingos were conducied by this expedition.

Tn 1991-1992 and 1992-1993, the Grupo Phoenicopteridae sur Andina initiated a ringing.

programme at the Salar de Punta Negra and Salar de Surire, Chile, in order to obtain
information on the movements of Chilean and the endangered Puna and Andean Flamingos.
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~ INTRODUCTION

<. The Flamingo Research—Spemahs’t' Group was established in 1971-as a specialist- group of
.. ICBP. ICBP ceased to exist in 1994 when the organisation adopted its new name of BirdLife -
-~ International and a new constitution. The leadership of the many waterbird specialist groups,
. -which are also SSC groups under IUCN, was handed over to IWRB.
- IWRB, in turn, has now integrated with the Asian Wetland Bureau (AWB) and with Wetlands

for the Americas (WA) to form WETLANDSINTER? .. TI )NA .asfr. [ Jary '296. It has
also been decided that groups will in-the future be referred to as a specialist, rather than research
groups.

* Conservation of flamingos and their haunts, whether this be through research or more

conservation oriented activities, is really the "raison d'étre" of the Flamingo Group. It is,
therefore, with great interest that I scrutinised the recently published Birds to Watch 2: The
World List of Threatened Birds (BirdLife Conservation Series No 4., Collar, N.J., Crosby,
M.J. & Stattersfield, A.J., BirdLife International, Cambndge UK) and have summansed
below the status of the different flamingo species.

Both the Andean (Phoemcoparru.s' andinus) and Puna Flammgos (Phoenicoparrus jamesi)
are classified as vulnerable in Argentinia, Bohvxa Chile and Paraguay, in other words
throughout much of their ran ge (see p 52).

The Lesser Flamingo (Phoemcoprems minor) is classified as near threatened in Angola,

Botswana, Burundi, Cameroon, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, India, Kenya Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritania, Mozambique, Namibia, Pakistan,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, Yemen, Zaire and mebabwe This
list includes practlcally every country where the species occurs.

Neither the Greater (Phoenicopterus ruber roseus), Caribbean (Phoenicopterus ruber ruber)
nor the Chilean Flamingos (Phoenicopterus chilensis) are classified as either threatened,
near threatened or vulnerable.

The two South American species are included because they nest in few places and the colonies
are regularly raided. The Lesser is included because its status is poorly known in many
countries but in particular because it clearly breeds in only very few places. The most important
site in the world, the Lake Natron in Tanzania-Kenya, recently came under threat through

- proposals by Kenya to use the main inflow river for land irrigation and to produce hydropower,

whilst Tanzania planned to harvest the Sodium crust. Fortunately both projects have (for the
moment) been shelved.

If research really is a tool for management and conservation then we must make every effort to
press for more research and management where this is most urgently needed. Unfortunately,
but understandably, this is in areas where there are fewest ornithologists!

It is comforting to note that there has been a big surge of interest in recent years in wildlife in
general and in flamingos in particular in many parts of both Africa and South America. The
African Waterfow! Census is a good example where 23 countries participated. Although there
are understandably many gaps in the coverage of wetlands used by flamingos world wide, a
total of over 54,000 Greater and over 1,5 million Lesser were censused in January 1994. The
time seems ripe to examine these figures in the light of what is known in regard to world
populations. Indeed, IWRB Publication 29 attempts to assess the strength of the populations of
all species. The table below has been reproduced from this publication {Rose and Scott 1994).

Attempts were made 20 years ago to assess the world population sizes of the different species.
Since no further world-wide censuses have been made, totals for the different species, extracted
from articles by Kahl and Rose & Scott, are indicated below.




"Kahl. Roée&Scott

(1975) - (19%%) |
GreaterFiammgo ,,,,, 500,000 695—700,000 JRRDI
_CanbbganFlarmngo: Lo 65000 65—143000 e
Chilean flamingo = .. e 250,000 - 500000
Lesser Flamingo : -4,006,000 4,665,000
AndeanFlamingo . 100,000 <50,000
James or Puna Flamingo 50,000 50000

COMMENTS: the difficulties in censusing flamingos are quite obvious. The birds move around
sporadically, between wetlands which are often difficult of access and they occur in such
numbers (Lesser in particular) that they are difficult to assess. Most species are, and perhaps
always will be, vulnerable because they breed in only a small number of sites where they are
often disturbed, the colonies even raided (S. America). Even though parts, or the whole, of
these wetlands may benefit from some sort of protection they may, at any time, come under
serious threat and flamingos are today no longer out of danger in the most remote wetlands.

The best studied population of flamingos is certainly that of the western Mediterranean where
long-term monitoring of colony size and success and three major ringing schemes are in
operation. New wetlands are being colonised by flamingos, even in urban areas and another
new colony was established in 1994 on mainland Italy. Crop damage in ricefields, first reported
from the Camargue in 1980, has now been reported from the "neighbouring" Ebro delta in
Catalunya. Clearly, the Greater Flamingo in this part of the world is enjoying some good
breeding seasons. However, many wetlands where flamingos occur are known to be polluted,
either by heavy metals or agro-chemicals and some reports give rise for concemn over water
quality. :

Alan JOHNSON |
November 1995







Known breeding sites not reported in 1991
®  Occupied in 1991 (on regional reports)

® No breeding in 1991

The map above shows all known sites where the Greater Flamingo has been reported breeding
in the past 50 years. The larger circles are the major sites, the smaller ones those colomsed less
frequently and/or by fewer birds.


















































































































































































