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sSummary

This newsletter covers the years 1995-1996. Details of breeding by Lesser Flamingos
Phoenicopterus minor and Greater Flamingos Phoenicopterus ruber roseus are given for 11 sites in
9 countries.

In the Western Mediterranean, a new colony of Greater Flamingos became established in Apulia,
Italy, in 1996.

The long-term study of the Greater Flamingo continues in the Western Mediterranean with PVC
ringing schemes running in France, Spain and Italy.

As part of the Wetlands International monitoring scheme, flamingos have been counted, along with
other waterfowl, in an increasing number of countries.

The list of references contains 59 papers, most of which appeared in 1995-96.

Only few observations are available on the status of South-American populations for the same
period (1995-1996),
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Regions 1995

BREEDING OF THE GREATER FLAMINGO IN 1995

O Known breeding sites not reported in 1995

Known breeding sites occupied in 1995
(details in regional reports)

Known breeding sites with no reproduction in 1995
(or unsuccessful attempts)

The map above shows all known sites where the Greater Flamingo has been reported
breeding since 1940. The larger circles are the major sites, the smaller ones those colonised
less frequently and/or by fewer birds.



Regions 1995

News from the regions 1995

Compiled by Alan Johnson and Pierre-Yves Henry.

(01d World )

1 - EAST AFRICA

870 |Jan 3,854
|t ce0ea fuar

Table 1: January (Jan) and July (Juf) waterbird counts in East Africa (Dodman & Taylor 1995, Dodman &

Taylor 1996),

January and July Waterbird counts in East
Africa revealed the numbers of flamingos
presented in table 1.

ETHIOPIA

During the mid-Janvary 1995 census 4,185
Greater Flamingos and 22,296 Lesser
Flamingos were counted at Lake Abijata but it
1s estimated from these sample counts that the
totals for the whole lake would have been
19,181 Greaters and 102,190 Lessers
(Dodman & Taylor 1995). Compared to
previous counts in the same area Greater
Flamingo numbers have decrcased and Lessers
have increased.

KENYA

The numbers of flamingos censused on several
of the Rift Valley lakes between January and
March 1995 are given in table 2.

The total of Greater Flamingos censused in

Kenya was 11,657 and 798,239 for Lessers.

In July 1995, 1,350 Greater Flamingos and
46,785 Lesser Flamingos were at the Lake
Nakuru N.P. (Dodman & Taylor 1996).

TANZANIA

In January 1995 a total of 1,091,870 Lesser
and 1,112 Greater Flamingos were censused in
Tanzania, mainly on lakes Eyasi (700,000) and
Manyara (377,369) (Dodman & Taylor 1995).
On 17.07.95, P. Orsini, P. Bayle and J.C.
Tempier saw thousands of juvenile Lesser
Flamingos in the south of Lake Natron just
reaching flying stage.

Geoffrey Howard (GEF Kenya) reported c.
1,000,000 flamingos on Lake Natron in
December 1995 and about 500,000 on Lake
Bogoria. Recently abandoned nests and créches
of chicks were seen at Natron.

o ionooo | Bogoria - Elmenteita o Nakuru - Magadi-
Lesser Flamingo | 248499 = 118160 . 411,152 18,614

Table 2: Mid-winter census on some of the Rift Valley lakes, in Kenya

{Dodman & Taylor 1985).
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